Maine Revised Statutes

Title 20-A: EDUCATION
Chapter 103-A: REGIONAL SCHOOL UNITS

§1502. METHOD OF CALLING A REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT REFERENDUM

A regional school unit referendum must be initiated by a warrant prepared and signed by a majority of
the regiona school unit board directors. The warrant must be countersigned by the municipal officersin the
municipality where the warrants are posted. [ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

1. Municipal officers. The warrant must direct the municipal officers within the regional school unit
to call areferendum on a date and time determined by the regional school unit board. A warrant must be
prepared and distributed at least 30 days prior to the date of the referendum, except that awarrant for a
regional school unit budget referendum held in accordance with this chapter must be prepared and distributed
at least 14 days prior to the date of the referendum.

A. Thewarrant must be directed to aresident of the regional school unit by name, ordering the resident
to notify the municipal officers of each of the municipalities within the regional school unit to call a
town meeting or city election on the date specified by the regional school unit board. No other date may
be used. The person who serves the warrant shall make a return on the warrant stating the manner of
services and thetimewhen it wasgiven. [ 2007, c¢. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

B. The warrant must be served on the municipal clerk of each of the municipalities within the regional
school unit by delivery of an attested copy of the warrant in hand within 3 days of the date of the
warrant. The municipal clerk, on receipt of the warrant, shall immediately notify the municipa officers
within the municipality. The municipal officers shall forthwith meet, countersign and have the warrant
posted. [ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

C. The warrants and other notices for the referendum must be in the same manner as provided in Title
21-A, except that the regional school unit board shall hold a public hearing at least 7 days before the
referendum vote. At least 7 days before the public hearing, the regional school unit board shall give
notice of the public hearing by having a copy of the proposed referendum, together with the time and
place of hearing, posted in the same manner required for posting a warrant under this section. [ 2007,
c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW .]
2. Content of thewarrant. The warrant must set forth the articles to be acted on in each municipal

referendum. The articles must have the following form.

A. On or after July 1, 2008, when areferendum is called for the purpose of authorizing the issuance of
bonds or notes for capital outlay purposes, the articles must be substantially as set out in this paragraph.

(2) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to issue bonds
or notes in the name of thisregional school unit for school construction purposesin an amount

not to exceed $.......... t0 CONSLIUCE @ ..o (elementary or secondary
school) to belocated at.........cccccveueeee. (specifically defined lot where school isto be erected)?
YesNo"

(2) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to issue bonds
or notes in the name of this regional school unit for school construction or minor capital projectsin
an amount not to exceed $.......... for the pUrPOSE Of ........oceeviricice e (purpose of
school construction project)?

YesNo"
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(3) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to use the

bond issue or notesin an amount not to exceed $......... , which was voted by the regional school
unit on ...o.coeeeeeneene (date), to construct a........cccceeeeeruenene (elementary or secondary school) to be
[OCALEA L ... (specifically defined lot where school is
to be located)?

YesNo"
(4) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to
(0001 ({1 (o - RO (elementary or secondary school) to be located
| TSRO (specifically defined lot where school is to be located)
with the total project cost not to exceed $......... and to issue bonds or notes in the name of this
regional school unit for school construction purposes in an amount not to exceed $......... with the

balance of the total project coststo be derived from ...
(description of other sources of funds such asinitial state share when approved for current fiscal
year funding, proceeds from insured losses, money from federal sources, other noneducational
funds, etc.)

YesNo"
[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

B. When aregiona school unit votes to change the site of its school construction project using the article
in paragraph A, subparagraph (3), the date of authorization of the project isthe original date the voters
authorized the regional school unit board to issue bonds or notes for that project. [ 2007, c. 240,
Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

C. On or after July 1, 2008, when areferendum is called for the purpose of authorizing the regional
school unit board to contract for the schooling of secondary pupils, the article must be as set out in this

paragraph.
(1) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to contract in

the name of this regiona school unit with (name of regional school unit or private school) for the
schooling of secondary pupilsfor aterm of .................... years?

YesNo"
[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

D. On or after July 1, 2008, when areferendum is called for the purpose of accepting or rejecting a
prospective gift, the article must be as set out in this paragraph.

(2) "Do you favor authorizing the board of directors of (name of regional school unit) to accept a
prospective gift under the following conditions? ...........cccceoveincennne. (terms and conditions).

YesNo"
[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 813 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, 8§13 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW.

The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
mede through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidatureand is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
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changewithout notice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of Sate. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our god
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legdl assistance, plesse contact aqualified attorney.
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